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THE FIRST VISIT FULL OF 
GRACE
 
My dog Lulu is a certified Therapy Dog, and she is 

assigned to do pet therapy at a local hospital. She 

has the best job on Earth visiting anyone of us who 

want the therapeutic moment from her. Working or 

being in the hospitals could be stressful, or 

especially when our loved ones are being treated. 

This is where therapy dogs can help us release the 

stress, lower our blood pressure, and help us cope 

with the day.  

The first time my dog Lulu and I started our 

visitation, I discovered the most rewarding 

experience that I would remember for the rest of 

my life. Lulu and I were walking passed the 

Intensive Care Unit waiting area, some people 

reacted and patted Lulu, it was nothing out of the 

ordinary. We were about to move on when this 

older lady ran up to us and asked Lulu to visit her 

husband who was in the ICU. In her right hand she 

was holding a paper cup, probably a coffee or tea to 

energize her while in the hospital attending to her 

husband. She said: “You must visit my husband; 

my husband loves dogs.” We were not supposed to 

be in the ICU area, so this lady must obtain 

permission from the doctor if dog visitation was 

allowed.  

So, the lady went inside while Lulu and I waited, 

soon after permission was granted, she led us to her 

husband’s ward, and I saw this gentleman in his 

80s. He was thin and fragile, attached to many 

tubes from various machines, with small and big 

monitors around him. I felt sad, he reminded me of 

my dad when he was sick battling pancreatic 

cancer.  

The moment she stepped into her husband’s room, 

I heard the lady said to her husband: “I have a 

surprise for you,” pointing to me and Lulu. The 

moment he saw Lulu, his eyes sparkled so brightly, 

and he smiled. He could not talk, but he kept 

smiling. I remembered vividly it was such a big 

smile, his right hand was reaching out to Lulu, 

giving me the signal that he wanted us to approach. 

I let Lulu walk closer to his bed, close enough so 

that he could pat her. His eyes were fixated on Lulu 

with that special smile. It was such a short visit, 

only a few minutes, then we had to leave. I simply 

thanked them for having us, and slowly guided 

Lulu out of the room. I turned back one last time 

and saw him looking at us with his bright eyes and 

wonderful smile. I smiled back and quietly walked 

out… 

I would never forget those eyes and his smile, 

which we may or may not see on our next visit. He 

could be discharged and hence recovering at home 

or he could have been passed away. I did not ask 

for a name, but I would remember the smile. I pray 

that he would be okay, that if this was his time, may 

he have a happy blessed death, surrounded with 

loved ones and Jesus and Mary.  

What a precious moment having the opportunity to 

bring joy and brighten a perfect stranger’s day.  I 

am so proud of my dog Lulu, who is so patient 

walking with me from room to room, moving from 

one floor to another, listening to our conversations 

and always never failed to bring out a smile from 

everyone who saw her.  

Jesus said: “…I was sick, and you visited me…” 

(Matthew 25:36). I wanted so much to visit the sick, 

but I never imagined that in the end it was me who 

has been lifted up by Jesus granting me His joy and 

peace. I would like to end with what Mother Teresa 

taught the missionaries to “keep the joy of loving 

the poor and share this joy with all that you meet. 

Remember works of love are works of peace”. Very 

true indeed.  
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That night, I slept soundly with a big smile and my 

heart full of joy. I was walking in the path of the 

Holy Spirit that day, the fruit was so real – joy and 

peace! 

May this Christmas you experience His joy 
and peace! Merry Christmas everyone, 
what a blessing you are to me! 

Blessings, Lucy Rodjito 

 

PRAYER INTENTIONS 
December 2020 

1 |Ministry of Confession 
 

Father, a voice was hear in the wilderness, prepare 
the way of the Lord. This Advent may we prepare 
the way for Your Son in our hearts. May we lower 
the mountains and fill the valleys of our lives by 
penance and reconciliation. This we pray in Jesus’ 
name through the Immaculate Heart of Mary. 
Amen. 

 
St. Padre Pio, please pray for us! 

 

2 | For Advent 
 

Father, Your Angel stood before the shepherds and 
glory shone around them. Grant us the grace to 
prepare ourselves this Advent to let Your glory shine 
around us. This we pray in Jesus’ name through the 
Immaculate Heart of Mary. Amen. 
 

St. Padre Pio, please pray for us! 

 

3 | For the Sick 
 

Father, with haste Mary went to visit Elizabeth and 
she was filled with the Holy Spirit. Let Mary visit the 
sick that the foreshadowing of Jesus’ healing power, 

cure them. This we pray in Jesus’ name through the 
Immaculate Heart of Mary. Amen. 
 

St. Padre Pio, please pray for us! 

 

4 |For those who suffer depression and 
anxiety 

 

Father, depression and anxiety gripped the ancient 
world during the long dark nights of winter. This 
winter the pandemic has added more reasons for 
depression. May faith, hope and love brighten our 
hearts. This we pray in Jesus’ name through the 
Immaculate Heart of Mary. Amen. 
 
St. Padre Pio, please pray for us! 

 

5 |Grace of Gratitude 
 

Father, God Almighty and eternal, our protector and 
provider. As we enter this new liturgical year we 
adore, praise, love and give thanks for all your 
benefits received during the past year and our whole 
life. This we pray in Jesus’ name through the 
Immaculate Heart of Mary. Amen. 
 

St. Padre Pio, please pray for us! 

 

Do you want us to pray for you? Email us: PPPG.Prayer.Request@gmail.com 


